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all day except during the midday hour of sleep
after dinner. Rich and poor alike go through
their domestic duties without haste, cooking,
pounding, and cleaning rice, grinding curry-stuff,
and looking after their babies with much talking
and laughter, varying it with quarrelling and
weeping, and sometimes with a tearing of each
other's hair and the use of the stick. Their voices
are often raised to a high pitch, and they exercise
very little restraint when moved by emotion.
The conversation is of a personal character, the
language being more expressive and outspoken
than refined or polite. They are without education;
and while the boys run off to the village school,
the girls are taught to take part in domestic duties
as soon as they can run and talk.
There are two things in the East that are
essential for feminine success. One is maternity;
the other is capacity for cooking. Looks do not
matter, nor figure nor dress. Woman's power lies
111 motherhood and in making or superintending
the making of a good curry.
A tale that is often told under the big tree in
the centre of the village, and which raises shrieks
of laughter, is to the effect that once upon a time
a man reproached his wife with having so little to do.